


“It matters to people 
how their stories come 
to a close. Endings are 
important.”  

Dr. Atul Gawande
Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine Physician
Author of “Being Mortal”
. 

“



A holistic approach to end-of-life 
care

Dream Foundation serves 
terminally-ill adults and their 

families by providing end-of-life 
Dreams that offer inspiration, 

comfort and closure.

Dreams come in many forms, but 
they all empower people to 

choose how they spend the time 
they have left and provide 

inspiration, comfort and closure 
when it’s most needed. .

“It was the most beautiful 
experience of our lives. If for a 

moment, we lived as the family we 
once were.”  — Kent



Professionals caring for 
people at or near the end of 
life recognize the proven 
benefits of Dreams.

Those with a life expectancy 
of 12 months or less can 
apply directly, but many 
Dream referrals come from 
palliative care doctors, social 
workers and nurses.

WHO-5 Survey

80% of Dream Recipients reported a 
greater sense of well-being after a 

Dream in an independent study run in 
conjunction with the American 

Psychiatric Association.



Dreams for Veterans – serving those 
who have served.

Launched in 2015, the program honors 
the lives of terminally-ill veterans.

We have a strategic partnership with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs.

Over 1200 veterans have received a 
Dream.

Veteran’s Advisory Council of former 
military service members established to 
oversee the program.



Dreams for Veterans Qualifications

• Aged 18 or older

• Life expectancy of 12 months or less

• Live within the contiguous United States, 
Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico

• Lack the resources to fulfill their Dreams 
themselves

• Proof of Service (DD2214)

• Discharged Honorably

• General Discharge/Under Honorable 
Conditions

• Active Duty

David, 77, Vietnam Navy Veteran

““He enjoyed every bit of it. Everyone thought David 
and Michael were celebrities with the 
photographer! When they returned, we all took 
pictures together after their ceremony. David says 
the trip was an outstanding experience.”

Judy, wife of David

David dreamed of a trip to visit the War Memorials in 

Washington, DC.



Types of Dreams

Basic 
Needs

31%

Vacation
37%

Family 
Reunion

9%

Theme 
Park
8%

Day Out
8%

Sports
3%

Personal Hero
4%



Program Features

Veteran-to-Veteran Dream Deliveries

Pinning Ceremonies

Ceremonial challenge coin



Making Dreams Come True

John’s Dream





Adding Dreams to goals of care

Dream Foundation relies on Dream 
referrals from Healthcare Professionals 
and others to achieve our mission to 
fulfill a Dream for everyone who needs 
one.

We’d love to work with you to serve 
your participants end-of-life Dreams.

DARRELL, 56, Army Veteran

"My wife has faithfully taken care of me and my 

son over the years, my heart breaks when I 

ponder the toll it has taken on her. It's my hearts 

deepest desire to see the weight of my illness 

lifted from her heart, even if it is just for a little 

while,"



Help Make Dreams Come True

Every Dream begins with a 
referral.

55% of referrals come from care 
teams.

“Assisting veterans in completing a Dreams for 

Veterans application is the best part of my job! I 
feel it is a gift to myself and other palliative 

providers to assist veterans in finding joy and 

happiness in their final days. Dream Foundation 

does this time and time again.”

Ada Marion
SE Louisiana Veterans Health Care System

Patricia's Palliative Care Social Worker



The Dream Application Process

5 Easy Steps:

• Application Form

• Letter

• Financial Documentation

• Photo

Roy, 76, Gastric Cancer

“Some may look at a hospice patient and write them off 
by discouraging them from following their Dream. Thank 
you for the reminder to continue to live, love, and laugh to 
the fullest – now more than ever. What you gave to us 
(memories) and can never be taken away and is a part of 
our legacy forever.” 

Roy dreamed of a trip to the Gulf Coast



Getting Started: dreamsforveterans.org



2. The Application



3. The Letter

Can be written by care team or 
family member on behalf of 
applicant

Explains why the Dream matters 
to them

Enables Dream Foundation team 
to understand request to fulfill 
Dream



4. Financial Documentation

One of the following required:
• Signature page of tax form

• Evidence they don’t pay tax or 
receive Social Security or 
Disability payments

• Signed statement attesting 
applicant lacks the financial 
resources to fulfill the request on 
their own.



5. The Photo

• Taken within last 12 months

• Phone snaps are ok

• Sets apart each applicant



Dream Process
Application with 5 Documents Submitted

Application Processing Stage

Medical Verification Stage:

Average 3 weeks, depending on 
medical team response time

EMERGENCY DREAMS

Same day processing due to limited life 
expectancy

Verification step is expedited

Other rush processing only for medical 
necessity

Dream in Progress 

 Assigned to Dream Coordinator

 Planning begins

Dream Delivery Scheduled

Dream Complete

 Participant provides feedback, survey



Follow us on Social Media

/dreamfoundation

@dreamfound

@dream_foundation

/dream_foundation



For questions, please contact:

Barbara Schoch
Vice President of Programs
barbara@dreamfoundation.org
Direct: 805-539-2210

mailto:barbara@dreamfoundation.org
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